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men as any in the world: but, I don't know how it is, ail their workmen arc Scotch. You arc, to be sure, wonderfully free from that nationality: but so it happens, that you employ the only Scutch shoe-blaek in London,' He imitated the manner of his old master with ludicrous exaggeration ; repealing, with pauses and half-whistlings interjected,
4 Os Jwwitti snHim? dt'tfif, ~ aclttmtjite tucn
d cn'i'tiis tid siiknt -Mim rultus ',- 1
looking downwards all the time, and, while pronouncing the four last words, absolutely touching the ground with a kind of contorted gesticulation.
Garrick, however, when he pleased, could imitate Johnson very exactly"; for that jjreal actor, with his distinguished powers of expression which were so universally admired, possessed also an admirable talent of mimickry. He was always jealous that Johnson spoke lightly of him\ I recollect his exhibiting him to me one day, as if saving, ' I )avy has some convivial pleasantry about him, but 'tis a futile fellow*;' which he uttered perfectly with the tone and air of Johnson.
1 cannot too frequently request of my readers, while they peruse my account of Johnson's conversation, to endeavour to keep in mind his deliberate and strong utterance. His
could have ^one on «o lung,' f. H. Burton's fltt»it', ii,.^o. (hicrirk livt'tl in the Adelphi,
1                 'Man lonk« aloft, Utul with rrrt'trd ryr*i,
Bt'hnlds his <»wn ht'trtliiary Hkifs.'
Imvni-.N', Ovid, JMn, i. Kg.
9 Hunruih Murt* (.1 /#*///«*/>,«•, i. jt j» ?iiiy«< thui slit* was rniuk* ' the umpire in u trial of skill brlwmi Cranit'k und Hoswclt, which rould most nearly itnitntt* Dr. Jt»lj»Mt»n's uuinurr. I rrnnnnlKT I gave* it fur lios-wcll in familiar nuivrr.iatiun, a(»l for <mrw'k In rci'lting |«irtry.'
* '(Jc'Sticular tuituicry and hulfiuuu'ry Jnhnson hated, awl would oftcm hulf (»arrit:k Cur exercising it in his
.
4 In the, first two edition:! Johnson is rcprencnttnl as tudy ' Davy is futile.'ersal loss of credit':—' Of all the sufferers, I am the most concerned for the Adams. But their undertakings were so vast, that nothing could support them. They must dismiss 3000 workmen, who, comprehending the materials, must have expended above ^100,000 a year. To me the scheme of the Adelphi always appeared so imprudent, that my wonder is how they
